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FSU shuts frats; booze suspected in death 


All Greek life suspended after student from South Florida dies 


By RYAN VAN VELZER 
Staff writer 
The death of a 


20-year-old fraternity 
pledge from Lighthouse 
Point led Florida State Uni- 
versity to shut down all 
Greek life activities Mon- 
day. 

Alcohol is suspected of 
playing a role in the death of 
Andrew Coffey, whose body 


was found Friday — the 
morning after a party more 
than 50 people attended ata 
single-family home near 
campus, officials said Mon- 
day. 

Coffey was a civil engi- 
neering student at FSU who 
graduated from Pompano 
Beach High School in 2015. 

Reacting to his death, the 
university on Monday in- 
definitely suspended all 54 


fraternities and sororities, 
said Florida State Uni- 
versity President John 
Thrasher. As part of 
Thrasher’s announcement 
to suspend Greek life, he 
also cited an unrelated case 
Monday, where a 
20-year-old member of an- 
other fraternity was ar- 
rested on cocaine-traffick- 
ing charges. 

“For this suspension to 


end, there willneed jj 
tobe anew normal U 
for Greek life at the 
university,” 
Thrasher said. 
“There must be a 
new culture, and 
our students must 
be full participants 
in creating it.” 

He also banned 
alcohol at student events, 
which includes those run by 
more than 700 organiza- 
tions outside the Greek 
community. 


Coffey 


“Frankly, if you 
drive down Col- 
lege Avenue on Fri- 
day night, I don’t 
think you have to 
be a rocket scien- 
tist to know that 
there are some 
things going on,” 
he said. “But I also 
recognize that we 
have got, as an administra- 
tion, to see that this is a safe 
place for our students.” 

Coffey was trying to be- 
come a full member of the 


FSU chapter of Pi Kappa 
Phi. The fraternity has 
faced disciplinary action in 
the past five years for hazi- 
ng, alcohol violations and 
unspecified misconduct, ac- 
cording to disciplinary logs 
maintained by the national 
fraternity. 

In 2012, the fraternity’s 
national office sanctioned 
the chapter for hazing, and 
in 2014 the chapter faced 
university sanctions for un- 
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“It’s a really big opportunity ... to actually talk with an astronaut in space.” 


Christopher Andersson, 7 


isy 
ae 


By ADAM SACASA 
Staff writer 


An astronaut aboard the Interna- 
tional Space Station captivated a 
group of Palm Beach County students 
on Monday — talking with them live 
via ham radio. 

Christopher Andersson, 7, of Boca 
Raton, was nervous as the static from 
the ham radio crackled. 

He was among 1I students who par- 
ticipated Monday at the South Florida 
Science Center in West Palm Beach, 
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Cops: Mom 
killed girl, 4, 
for back talk 


By DouG PHILLIPS 


| Staff writer 


Back talk from a 4-year-old prompted 


PHOTOS BY AMY BETH BENNETT/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Saint Andrew's School second-grader Christopher Andersson, 7, poses his question to astronaut Paolo Nespoli. 


KIDS, ASTRONAUT CHAT 


‘How do you do laundry?’ Pupils ask about life aboard Space Station 


Astronaut Paolo Nespoli is aboard 
the International Space Station. 


communicating with Italian astro- 
naut Paolo Nespoli. 

Christopher asked the astronaut 
what his most unexpected science ex- 
periment discovery had been. Nespoli 
recalled how one of the experiments 
in particular surprised him, where a 
flame kept burning at a low tempera- 
ture. 

Among the other questions from 
students: 

E How does it feel to move in zero 


See SPACE, 8A 


the child’s mother to suffocate the girl on 
Halloween night and then hide her body 
for days, Miami-Dade police said. 

Tina M. Farrington, 31, suffocated 
Tania Paige with a pillow in their Tuscany 
Place apartment, 25470 SW 137th Ave., 
according to an arrest report released 
Monday. 

“The defendant became upset after 
hearing the victim talk back to her,” the 
report said. 

Citing the open investigation, police 
declined to elaborate on the nature of the 
back talk. “They’re not going to go into 
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How did Ollie 


the dog end up 
in a landfill? 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN | Staff writer 


HOLLYWOOD - A = 
Miami pet cemetery of- F 
fered to give Ollie — the 
pit bull stabbed 50 
times — a proper burial, 
but a Fort Lauderdale 
rescue group rejected 


the offer because it was 
outside Broward Ollie 
County. 


Instead, the cremated remains of the 
dog that generated an outpouring of love 
and more than $100,000 in donations has 
ended up in a landfill near Kissimmee. 


See OLLIE, 8A 
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Gunman had threatened wife’s mom 


Killer had sent threatening text messages to his 
mother-in-law before attack, police said. 3A 
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Trump touts U.S. system to Japan 


The president recommended anti-missile bat- 
teries to Japan as protection from N. Korea. 2A 
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2017 set to be 3rd-hottest year 


But the two others — 2015 and 2016 — were 
boosted by El Nino, experts said. 10A 
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